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The Philippine Communlty 55 [;_
of Southern New Jersey, i "
Inc. has remained true to its
vision and mission from the
day it was founded. The
organization proudly took
the theme of “Pusong Ma-
harlika” during its induction
ball held at the Trump Na-
tional Golf Club in Pine Hill,
NJ last September 13. It
was indeed a noble cele-
bration of the twenty eight
years of community service
that has defined the charac-
ter of the organization. The
energetic Frances Estella
headed the tireless induc-
tion ball committee.
Through cooperation and
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"Pusong Maharllka" nghllghts PCSNJ 22" Induction Ball
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PCSN]J, Inc. and PCY 2014 officers being sworn it at the Pusong Maharlika induction ball on Septemberl3, 2014

hard work by all, the affair was completely
sold out. It was a night of elegance and
nationalism with many of the guests giving
up their tuxedos and western gowns and
proudly wearing their Filipiniana inspired
formal attires. Maria Camaiore and Mike
Palis masterfully emceed the affair with
wit, humor and vivacity.

The affair began with the singing of the
national anthems. The beautifully blended
voices of Maria Nieva, Gilda Lipot and
Arelyne Pacho-Ramos mesmerized the
audience who responded with a thunder-
ous applause. Then Ruben Alvarez gave
a deeply spiritual and inspirational prayer
before all sat down to enjoy the evening’s
meal of prime rib, salmon, chicken or a
vegetarian dish. The people were also
treated to a variety of authentic Philippine
desserts donated by the new president,
Dr. Liz De Leon.

Jonathan Magpantay, the president-
elect gave the welcome address. He also
mentioned his hope that many more from
the youth group component of the organi-
zation will be inspired to join as adults just
as he did.

Jennifer Rosero, another member who
hailed from the youth group introduced

the guest speaker, Dr. A. Gabriel
Esteban, the president of Seton Hall Uni-
versity. Dr. Esteban heaved praises and
encouragements to the organization for its
continued service to the community. But
he specially congratulated the organiza-
tion for having inspired members of the
youth group to join as adults. He said that
the organization has been successful in
forming a solid character amongst the
youth who joined as adults and contrib-
uted their talents in providing community
services.

John Gentless, mayor of Stratford
where the Philippine Community Center is
located, was proud and happy when he
was asked to be the inducting officer.
Mayor Gentless did a solemn induction of
the new set of officers. (The list and pho-
tos of the new set of PCSNJ and PCY is
on page 7 of this publication)

Liz De Leon gave her inaugural ad-
dress. She promised to continue the tradi-
tion of community service. In addition,
because of her medical background, she
also hopes to set up programs and infor-
mation seminars dealing with health is-
sues particularly related to Filipinos. She
(continued on page 6)
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Notes From the Editor occasions. The photos of the

Welcome to the Christmas issue of the Gazette.
We are pleased to provide our readers with a great vari-
ety of information and photos showcasing different ac-
tivities of our organization, the Philippine Community of
Southern New Jersey (PCSNJ) Inc. within and outside
the community. We are so grateful and thankful, to our
article contributors who provided us with ongoing com-
prehensive activities and photos from each affair. We
are also deeply grateful to our layout editor, Dr. F. Apollo
M. Arenas, who put together this publication with dedica-
tion, diligence and excellence. Likewise to Frances
Estella, for minutely proofreading its content and format
with great care and patience.

This issue features messages from our newly in-
ducted President for 2014-2016, Dr. Liz De Leon , PCY
President 2014-2015 Matt Fontanilla; incoming Presi-
dent 2016-1018 Jonathan Magpantay, and Immediate
Past President, Senn Fontanilla. It also features recent
affairs of the organization that included the 22nd Induc-
tion Ball, Memorial Mass, Wine Tasting, weekly Line
Dancing and Zumba Nites. We are so proud to provide
special feature to our distinctive oldest member, Mommy
Vicky Peralta, who celebrated her 92" birthday at the
Center hosted by her family and friends.

This publication contains a good number of photos
showing active participation of both adults and youth to
many events and community projects. We are so proud
of our youth as they serve as “ambassadors of goodwill
of PCSNJ” and our “future leaders”. They performed
modern and native dances to several occasions and
volunteered their services to charitable and community
projects. Their rendition of “singkil”, an intricate native
dance from the Philippines was performed at two special

dancers in their colorful ele-
gant Philippine costumes are
included in this issue.

Christmas at PCSNJ is
celebrated annually in many
ways. One of them is the
Christmas Extravaganza held
today, December 13. It is par-
ticipated in by talented youth
and children with songs, mu-
sical instruments, poems,
demonstrations of karate and
gymnastics, among others. The “Nativity Scene”, the
birth of Jesus Christ, is the highlight of this event where
participants reenacted different nativity roles. All are
dressed up at their best as they romp around the Com-
munity Center. Favorite Filipino and American dishes are
served. To wrap up this joyous event, Santa Claus sur-
prises and cheers the kids and distributes gifts.

The celebration of this joyous holiday will not be com-
plete without the PCSNJ Choral Group visiting homes
and nursing facilities and serenading them with Christ-
mas carols. The Choral group headed by its musical di-
rector, Jojo Jordan, has been practicing this tradition an-
nually since early 1990’s. This year, the group will once
again serenade homes and nursing facilities with Christ-
mas carols.

We hope you will enjoy our Christmas issue and we
wish all of you a “Maligayang Pasko at Manigong Bagong
Taon.”

Linda Juliano
Gazette Editor

Incoming PCSNJ President: Welcome Address

Welcome to the 2014 PCSNJ In-
duction ceremony and ball. The
theme for tonight’s event is called
“pusong maharlika” which roughly
translated, means a “noble heart.”
This noble heart is realized through
our collective dedication and commit-
ment to community service.

As an adjective, the word noble
means “having or showing high
moral principles and ideals.” In
1986, the PSCNJ was formed on a
foundation of high moral principles
and with service to the community as
its centerpiece. Over the years, |
have witnessed firsthand how the
PCSNJ has made a difference. And
now years 28 years later, we are

here tonight to induct our new officers
and renew our commitment to commu-
nity service.

Ladies and gentlemen, | ask that you
join the PCSNJ tonight in renewing your
own personal commitment to commu-
nity service and to encourage your re-
spective organizations and membership
to do so the same. For together as one
community we can accomplish a great
many things.

Many thanks to Senen Fontanilla and |

his administration for their leadership,
and to the planning and ad committees
for organizing our induction ball. Con-
gratulations to President Liz De Leon
and my fellow officers. And thank you all
for sharing in this occasion.

Jonathan Magpantay, Esquire
Incoming PCSNJ President
2016-2018




Page 3

GAZETTE
The PCSNJ, Inc.

Dr. Liz De Leon: President’s Inaugural Speech

Tonight, we celebrate “Pusong
Mabharlika”, noble hearts filled with
a generous spirit. The noble and
the generous...that is the soul that
has made PCSNJ, the Philippine
Community of Southern New Jer-
sey Incorporated, what it is today.
We look back tonight at 28 years of
our existence and remember, even
memorialize, all the things that we
have done.

How befitting to be celebrating
here at Pine Hill, at South Jersey’s
highest point. The winding road
leading to this banquet hall re-
minded me of PCSNJ’s journey to
this top. That has been a long
road, twisted and heartbreaking at
times. | think of the noble leaders,
past and current officers and dedi-
cated members who guided us
along the way. | see those ever
present faces here tonight, in our
gatherings, in our projects, in our
successes and our frustrations, in
our laughter and in our tears, in my
dreams. | stand on your shoulders,
all of you...YOU who refused to fall
to the insurmountable and saw
only the beauty of our destiny. | am
humbled in your
presence.

Our Philippine Center, the only
one of its kind in the entire state is
a testament to our singular pur-
pose. Years of caroling and end-
less fundraising culminated in 2003
with our historic acquisition of the
center. From a virtual empty shell it
now boasts a banquet hall with a
stage and a dance floor, a confer-
ence room and a Filipiniana library.
A host of social cultural events now
grace our center. There’s line
dancing on Wednesdays, Zumba
on Thursdays, Tagalog classes for
our youth in the summer, health
and cultural seminars, meetings of
various organizations, the Christ-
mas extravaganza. It has become
a vibrant center for our activities.

A full ceiling length mural depict-
ing Jose Rizal and our cherished
ideals overlooks the main hall.
Conceived and painted by our own

Eddie Cruz, it is a con-
stant reminder of who we
are, what we are about
and the reason why
PCSNJ exists in the first
place. The Eddie Cruz
Memorial Fund, dedicated
to the preservation of our
center, now memorializes [
those ideals and Eddie’s
legacy. | thank his family
and friends for their gen-
erosity.

In the years to come |
have 3 top priorities:

The first is to engage
young leadership. It is
therefore very opportune
that our president elect is Jonathan
Magpantay. When he assumes office
in 2 years he will be the second
youngest PCSNJ president, after 1st
president Ray Pelaez, to hold that
office. Some would say, a rather
handsome one, too. The future of our
organization lies in harnessing our
young members into positions of
leadership.

A good example of that is the won-
derful job Ron and Maria Ramos do
for our golf outing. Let's listen to
them, to our youngest members in
the PC Youth, to our young adults, to
their aspirations and their ideas.

My second priority is to focus on
the health of our community. Among
Asian Americans, Filipinos have the
highest death rates for breast, pros-
tate and lung cancer. We also have
among the highest rates of diabetes,
hypertension and kidney failure. We
need to educate our Filipino commu-
nity on these realities and adopt
strategies on how we can lessen the
effects of these conditions. In addi-
tion, there are very rapid changes in
healthcare delivery system in this
country that affect all of us. So many
options. High deductibles. Many al-

ternatives. Now more than ever, we
should emphasize preventive care,
regular exercise, a good diet. After to-
night, we may have to limit our intake
of lechon. Let's start with education,
self-control, and | intend to make use
of available resources from the health
care systems in the area including Vir-
tua to see how we can partner to help
uplift the health of our community.

My third priority is to consolidate our
fundraising activities. Our primary fund-
raiser this year will be a major raffle.
Let's aim for a very successful fund-
raiser and then spend the rest of the
year concentrating on the projects we
need to accomplish.

We are gathered here tonight to in-
duct the new officers of our organiza-
tion. And we all know that induction is
actually a call for service. Service to
the community, to those less fortunate,
to those marginalized, to those af-
fected by natural calamities. It is active
citizenry, a responsibility, no, an obli-
gation to be aware of the problems in
our community and a calling to be part
of the solution. People flee from or-
ganizations like ours because all we
do, they say - is ask for money. Well,
that is only 99% true. Fundraising is
(continued on page 4 )







